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HE Rev. And she walked the floor in her
Bronson helpless ragze.
Masters ob-| Shortly after thi= Mr. Masters an-
jected to Mr. | nounced to his daunghter that he

Shelby. The
first and
foremost rea-
son for this
AVOrsIon Was
that Mr
Bhelby had presumed to pay marked
attentions to his danghter Eleanor
The second was that Mr., Shelby was
simply a bank clerk on a small salary

Prejudiced people might have been
ungenerons enough to ohserve that the
second objection bore the most weight
with the Reverend Masters; but sach
persons have naver kuown the anxiety
of a parent with a marriageable

daneh

ter. How then can they be expectad
to mdge intelligently on such an
portant question?*

*“*Yon are quite right, B
said has sister-in-law Wha ]
kunow about Mr. S l-"l*_".‘ Your

ber the acqnaintance was begun ia an

irregalar way-—a ver rreguinr way
There was no -il‘T'_ r 1 did 1 wn
in an irregnlar way The Mercliants
and Traders Baak was next Jdoor to the
restdence of th Reverend Bronson

Masters; and Mr

Jack Shelby, an in
dustrioas, energelic yonug ¢«

ra, with

his ledger quite near the front win
dow, hal allowed his eyes to feast {ro

quently on the graceful figure and
pretty face of Miss Eleanor Masters as

she flitted in and out «
h\.li‘.‘-

Straange to say, Miss Masters had
also occasionally allowed her glance to
stray toward the froat window of the
bank. Not that any oune could posi-
tively state under oath that she bhai
seen the rather high-bred fuce of a
browa-eyed bank clerk in that same
window; certainly not, Bat ons day
she slipped aud fell on the icy pave-
ment in front of the bank just as Shel-
by was coming out; and he helped her
into the honse, and was asked to call,
and did eall.

Another strange thing that
neither of them seemad to the
accident, as it would seem natural they
should.

.‘\':w'.h.\', the third time he called,
rather damayged lus prospects | v get-

her father's

Was

rezret

ting into adiscassion with the Rever-
end Bronson Mastersin which he man-
fested a tendency to spiritaalism, th
sophy and other occalt and unoeritho-
dox beliefs. This bad impressi
otherwise aurments

L Was
1 by the discov-
ery that he hadl no fortuane, not even
expectations, and was -]"I!t‘l; ient on
his salary for a living,

The growing afection of the young
pe ‘plt‘ for each othor was noticed l.\'
Mr. Masters, and he 1‘.u'u'._"ii'l.ﬂ!t‘._\‘ cou-
sulted with Lis sister-in-law, having no
one else with whom to consalt, and as
has been seen, she quite agre=«1 with

him that such ufection should bLe iwm- |

medistely nipped in the bud.

Accordingly Mr. Shelby was given
to understand that Miss Masiars was
no longer at home to him. Bat Shel-
by’'s ledger was still near the froat
window, and Miss Masters had no
mode of egress or ingress except by
the front door of her residence, so
Love still preserved his old reputa-
tion in regard to lockswiths, and
laughed afier the good old fashion.

About this time the Reverend Bron-
son Masters met a fascinating widow,
Mrs. Horton Verlauce, who had lately
secome a member of his congregation.
Mr. Masters intimated w Eleanor
shat he wounld like her to ask Mrs.
Verlance to ecall. Like a datifal
daughter she obeyed, and Mrs. Ver-
l;:ce promptly accepted the invita-

n.

She came often, and dined and
Junched with them, much to. the
pleasure of ths host, but secretly to
the annoyance of his daughter.

“*Mrs. Verlance never seems to me
genuine,” she ventured to say one
d.?' to her father.

‘Eleanor, I am sarprised at such
an uncharitable, unchristianlike re-
mark from you,” was the stern re-

y.
She saw that her father was deeply

would spend his vacation in Europe.

| *I have decided to take yon with

me,” he added.

Eleanor was delighted with the pros-
pect, and gave her parent an ecstatic
hng

**Shall von close the house, papa?”
she asked.

“No: Mrs. Verlance will rent it fur-
nished. Iconsider myselfl particular-
Iy fortunate to have her here to look
afier things,” he =aid.

Eleanor didn’t agree with him, but
concluded that silence in this
was wisdom

“Mr. Barrows will take a room, too,

Case

- 1"1 T '\\{: il' t:l" :“t"i wrotaction
of a man in the house,” added M:
Masters,

Mr. Borkeley Burrows was a nepl
of Mrs, Verlance he had bean intro
dneed to the Masters fam v by <
annt. Eieanor felt something of the
same aversion for him that she did for
Mrs. Verlance; but the Reverend
Masters considered him a young gen
tleman of great promise. Jesides, he
‘l,li larg expe ‘:‘l'.‘-'_;i_”
tleman phrased it, and sach thir
not to be lboked upon as lrawbacks in
a son-1n-inw

No communication bheing n"_‘.“l.‘!

between the

winlow

young man in the front
of the bank andthe young
next door, Mr. Jack Shelby
off on his vacation without hav-
ing ha'l an opportunity to inform Miss
Masters of the fact,
Shortly after
Earope, having cast a longing glance
into the front window asshe entered
the carriage which was to convey her
to the pier.
sponse, and she was both pigued and
grieved, but gave no sign.
|  Mrs. Verlance came into possession;
and the bank clerk returned from his
vacation. His weary eves watching
for Eleanor's flitting to and fro were
grested only with the apparition of a
rather stout blonde woman bhandsome-
ly arraved, and not spoged to look
his way.

He conclad

tha

Wolmnan

went

di
ed she visitor of
Masters; and that perhaps Eleanor
R :‘_‘. { L] |

Was A

wWus aweek ortwo He knew

nothing of the departure of Lthe fawily
for Enrape.

One evening abont ha

a5t SiX, as

M-p
he was going to dinuer, he discovered

that he had left in the bank two thea
tre tickets, which he wished to nse
that night. He turued back, wonder-
ing if he wouldbe alile to get mnto find
them

The deaf old janitor was jast finish
ing up his work; but he had some

trouble in attracting his attention, the |

| might watchman

not having vet come
{ on daty.

He finally succeaded, and
the old fellow sat down in a corner to
wait for him, and dozed off

How guiet it was!
| and roll of teams had ceased, and for
the first time Shelby heard the tick of
the clock on ths wall. He hal never
| bean 1n the bauk beafore so late,
strangs silence made him feel as
though he sat with the ghost of the
bustling, noisy basiness place whose
| features he knew so well. It was some-
i thing dreamlike and anreal.

The strangeness of it all seemed to
produce a pecunliar impression upon
him.
Iy master the oecult forces of nature,
that in this great, quiet place, and so
near her home, he might make the
girl he loved feel his presence,

The silence became more profound.
Saddenly he heard a low, musical
sonnd. He could not tell from
whence it came. It seemed almost
nnder his feet. As he listened it be-
came more distinet., There was a
strain very like a well-known air from
“Trovatore.”

Next he heard a name which made
his heart beat fast.

0 Eleanora,” sounded the soft,
mysterious voice, instead of the
familiar words “O Leonora” in the

opera,
Then it died out, and he heard no

more.
The r.n' man seemed under a
spell. 'or & moment or two he could

When he had sufficiently

o~ AN

he left she sailed for !

The street traffic |

This |

He falt that could he sufficient- |

The next day he thousht of nothing
bat the strange ingzat the bank.
He burned with euriosity to again in-
vestigate. After hours h» went agsin |
a little later and fouud Flynn, the |
watchman, there. Flyin didn't seem |
disposed to give him much time alone |
for ocenlt demonstrations .

He invented a pretext for getting
Flynn away. It was guiet, and he |
listened intently. Again he heard
the low, musical sonn!. Then came
the wailing words, low hut distinet: |
“0 Eleanora.™ The voice, which |
| seemed half reproach, half entreaty, |

was heart-rending in its appeal. '

The cold drops gathered on his fore-
head, What did it mean?

The next moment the watchmnn
ecame in and put an end to further in-
| vestigations, He eoull invent no

further pretext for remaining, aund
went away

The morning after this the president
gave him an odd look ss he passed
throngh Shelby went and  stared
into the mirror to nee il e had omitted
his necktie, or if thers was anything
pecaliar in his personal appearance,
He saw n "f:l'll,: bat In
1:4?-1 featur

There w

rather hag

R

22 8 new olerk installed

near him, and this man he also eanght

looking at lnm in & &rutimzing way.

He wondered why be had len
e Ile = n.;\-!n--. vild very one

Was thisa mystery, togetlier with Tus

suspense abont Eleanor. driving him
i Was ahe menaced Dy some
T ¢ peril?

1f lie counld only spentd a

1k, what might

nght alones
i the bas not Jdis
Cover

He determined to go boldly to the

president, Mr. Bortree, 4 i ask his
permisaion * » dlo se.
“What 1= your reéason for snch a

strange regnest?” asked
looking suspicionly st him
Shelby b ssitated. Conl

| hard, cold man of facts?
| “You are aware, of conrse, that
shonld auything happan here it would

the official,

1 he tell this

immediately be traced to you,” added

| Mr. Bortree.
. Then it flashed upo

| face.

“My intentions are the most inno-
cent,” Le said, straightening ap. 'l
think the bank is lLasunted, that'sall

I am foud of iovestigating such
thing= "

“Why, soam " saul Mr. Bortree, |
“I'm a member of the BSociety for

Psvehical Research. Spend the night
in the bank if you like;only I'm afraid
vou won't feel mueh like work the
next day

That niglht .".\hvl!r_\ went to the bank
about settled himself
leather covered chairs,
to await developments

An hour
heard nothing

Then he was startled by a sound, Tt
was a soft, clicking noiss,
frount. The door was -!!\tni'-‘. There
were tha footfalls of two He
got np, and peered oat eantionsly over
the high counter

The watchman 'l‘:l
were coming toward him,

“1 told you | wasinter: sted in the
| pecult,” said the President, clieer
| fully. *‘I've come to help you watch

A shade of annoyance passed over
Shelby's face. How could he expect

ten, in two

and prepared

wore ol

daring which he

1t was in

a mend

Mr.

Bortree

any dJdevelopments with this man
thera?
Two hours passed by in silence,

duaring which the President read and
smoked.

There were no ghostly manifesta
| tions '

Shelby was getting very sleepy. and
wishing he hadn't come, when sudden- |
ly he heard the familiar ““O Eleanora.”

Mr. Bortree hesrd it at the same
time and looked at Shelby.
|  Then there came s faint echo of the

words, and ins minute or two a soft
tapping. !
| “Strange!” muttered Mr. Bortree.

| ““What direction did that come from?
“Under there,” said Shelby, point-
| ing to the vault. .
|  “Let ns goin and see if we can still |
| hear it.”
| They called the vatchman, and went |
into the vsult. It was as quiet as
the grave. Shelby lay down and pat |
his ear to the floor. Suddenly he

i started up. :
| “My God!" he eried, “it is hollow
under there! Some one is under-

mining the vault! I can hear thcmu.l
work. "™
“Impogsible!” exclaimed Mr. Bor-
tree. “‘On that sidle is the Knicker-
bocker lusurance Company.
could bore from there®” !
“It doesu’t come from that side. It

SOmMes— H
Suddenly Shelby stopped, as pale as |
death.

“Yes,”

1
helby that it |
The glance met no re- | was suspicion be san’in this man's |

| the thief

Who | jacket got inte
his sophagus, aad,
Western

stomach.
““What? From Mr. Masters’ house?” | son described

It was sn ordinary ball’s eye ¢
which Mr. Bortree tock from n

1¢hnr, and which he had evidently

hidden there.

In that moment Shelby knew that
he had been the subject of a horrible
suspicion. But he quietly took the
light and obeyed.

After about three minutes, some,
one tapped on the door. The Presi-
dent opened it, and admitted two po-
licemen.

Shelby spoke first,

“Pat a guard on that house instant-
Iy,” he said, pointing to the Masters’
residence. “"Don’t let any one leave
it. There is atunnel from there under
the vanlt. ™

“Why, a woman and two men went
away from there jnst asa we camein”™
said the policeman. *'1 thoaght the
minister was having some company.”

“Quick!” eried Shelby. *“It wmay
be too late now.’

His brain was in a whirl, It seemed
so horrible to put a guard of police
about her house,

Iuvestigations revealed an empty
honse with the basement dag up, and
forming

ler

the entrance to a tunnel nn-
the bank,

An extract from the morning paper
read
‘Mrse. Horl Verianoce, alins Ar
rton, alins Baker is at her old tricks
azain. This ttme she nearly suceseded
u earrving ottt one of the boldest bank
whi on  record Jake l'.-rh-_v,
hom she had bear 1 passing off as her
nephew, was her acemnplice
Mr. Jack Shelbwis now assgsiant

washier, and the weodding with Misa
Eleanor Masters is to take place just
after Easter

“Shelbry,” saul the President, ps he
eongratialated him the other day, I
won't deny that I hall yon sha lowed

Fhat new clork was a speoial detective
placed on youn. To think youn should
only have un crank, after nll!?
Bat did yon ever ount for that
strange singinze of the *O Eleanora™"
“Oh, ves,” said Shelby. ““That was
evidently a signal. It wouldn't exeite
suspicion like a whistle, you know

e

A Predatery Crow

For several weeks the residenta of a
neighboring town bhave been puzzied
to aceount for the disappearance of
small articles, consisting of jewelry,
penholders, napkin rings and other
trinkets, and the failare to apprebend
On Friday, however, the
offender was aceidentally canght in
the act, A gentleman who had been
acquuinted with the fact that the things
Liad tulking to =
friend, when his attention was atiract-
el toa nolse

been stolen was
in lus office, and on going
to ascertain the cause was surprised to

see & pet  crow, belougug to Mr
Blank, pick up a gold pen and tly
from the wiodow to the ground, with
the pen 1o his month

Tue gentleman followed the erow,

which wentto a shed back of a bakery,
and saw the bird deposit the pen un-

der an -'lll box, He drove the crow

away, and, torniug ap the box, foand
all the articles that had been stolen

from the different honses. The owner

of the crow was called, and he identi-
tiad that had been

savieral trinketa

taken f[rom his room The articles
wers retnrned to their respective
owners, —Kalamazoo Mich.) Tele-
graph.

sewing on Hoasd Ship.

Any sailor or marine on a man-of-
war may ‘‘tailorize” for his ship nates’
money if he has the skill, and on every
ship there are always a dozen or so of
men, asually bluejackets, waking ex-
tra money in the devising of uniforms
and caps, The bluejucket clothes
served ont to new sailors are quite as
atrocions in the matter of fit as the
Government straight uniforms of the
army, snd all the unofficial tailors
have generally all the work they can
attend to in the manufacturing of mus-
tering shirts and trousers. These
men do their work on small, nnmount-
ed sewing machines -which suggests
the recollection, by the way, that
when the great disaster at
Samoa, sbout ten years ago, about

| three-quarters of the ships’ companies

of the Vandalia and Nipsic, the men-
of -war wrecked at Apis, put in claims
for sewing machines as among the ar-
ticles lost with their other personal
As to whether all the claims
were atlowed or not is another
Washington Star.

A Bee in His Stomach.
w h... e u-a."m:-
ash., was a
swallowed, or at auy rate went down
: %
chromcler, stang him
It toek

»

ices to the bee its Car-
s o, TR
choked | & man t feel up
_ a house fell upon
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evidently new to his basiness,
gizes for the whisky, which is
roor and two-thirds water, and
or twenty-five cents.
two-for-five or five-cent sort
one's suction powers to the limit are
sold for fifteen to twenty-five
eachi. They keep beer also, on tap.
After the lecture we received on the
steamer from the United States cas-
toms officer, we are at a loss to under-
stand how whisky ean be sold openly
ander the very eyes of the officers.
But that is a story by itsell. Aloug
each side of the tent are three-card
monte, rouge et noir, and other lay-
outs, bunt yot a faro lay-out in the
place, nor in the town. The gamblers
wre doing big business.

A big strapping fellow in a yellow
Mackinaw jacket trying his luck at
sraps is pointed ot as having just
some in over the trail from Kloundike.
Whaether he had any dust with bhim [
sannot leara, but he was in flue health
and spirits. Every man whom [ have
vet sesn from Kloudike had a
sapletion, and seema strong

}

:

nas

| aud robust Mits fellow has & vowe
| like o lioa's, deep and resonant.
1 Surely the Yukon cannot he so terr-
I ble if it does this to men, or else its
! tale of death is that of the weak and
| wickly. As they used to say of the
| Ranakas, they were all strong and

healthy hevanse th.-y were thrown 1n-
to the water by their mothers almost

the '!‘." thf." were born mrlnmlilruﬂ"
none bint the strong anrvived
\cross the street the sound of a

| puano and the moving fignres of wmen
| and women throagh the windows re-

mind one that there is a dance to-
night, as on every night. This paane
is the only one in town, and its ar-
vival is sand hare been an event,
The four womaeg in the place are not
even of the painted set; even t
might have covered up 1“. #
marks of dissipation, C

beat time «mldiriy&::'{‘II“
with muoch enthusinam. — Harper's
Weekly.

New York's Great Pablie Libeary.

The space now occapied by the rea-
ervoir, which makes sach a pictur-
esque feature of the Futh avenue
vista, 1s 482 ‘l_‘ 455 feet, so that there
will be room for an edifioa of really
wagnidoent dimensions with sufficient
space abont it to insare a plestifal
supply of light and air The struc-
tare will cost §1,700, 000, exclusive of
heating, lighting and all interior
equipment It will measure abont
230 by 340 feet, which wonld allow
abouat seventy-five fest of ground on
the Fifth avenue froat, and about
fifty-eigt on Fortieth and Forty-sec-
otidl streets On thy west side there
is, lhappily, Bryaat Park, with its
pleasant relief of green foliage. The
stone building will probably be faced
with Indiana limestone The book-
stocks will be in the first and second
stories and the basement, leaving the
third story fur the reading room and
other purposes. This arrangemant
secms best not oaly because of the
light and airy position given to the
realing room, but also becanse it
would allow an easy and symmetrical
extension of the building to the west,
if that should be desired. The spa-
cious main reading room, lighted from
above, and free from dust aod noise,
will be supplemented by special read-
ing rooms for students, on the secoud
and third foors. —Scribner's,
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When Oue Can Work Best.

At what hour of the day
his strongest, and so fitted to do hard
work with the least weariness? Prob-
ebly the answer ing st once to
most persons would be, * he gets

up in the morning.” This is by no
means the case; on the contrary, so-

m‘




